CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY

Lord John Russell had to explain to the House of Commons that the
ministers and they alone were responsible for it.1 Melbourne's desire
not to dissolve in that year had been due to his belief that an unsuccessful
appeal to the people by the Whigs would be an affront to the Crown.2
When the Government was defeated he advised her to say ethat your
Majesty's present servants possessed your Majesty's confidence, and
that you only parted with them in deference to the will of Parliament'^
As late as 1855 the Queen offered Lord Aberdeen the Garter because
she 'wishes to give a public testimony of her continued confidence in
Lord Aberdeen's administration'.4

Until 1841 the Queen completely identified herself with the Whig
party. In 1837 she wrote to the King of the Belgians:' With respect to
the Elections, they are, I am thankful to say, rather favourable, though
not so as we could wish. But upon the whole we shall have as good
a House as we had... .The Irish Elections are very favourable to us;
we have gained six in the English boroughs, and lost, I grieve to say,
several in the counties/^ In 1840 she wrote: * The Tories really are very
astonishing; as they cannot and dare not attack us in Parliament, they do
everything that they can to be personally rude to me.. . . The Whigs are the
only safe and loyal people, and the Radicals -will also rally round their
Queen to protect her from the Tories* In 1841 she told Lord Clarendon
that she had not seen an article in The Times 'for she only read the
papers on our own side'.7

The Prince Consort, however, effected a change. Baron Stockmar,
for once, gave him advice which was almost correct.8 In any case, his
native intelligence was enough to show him that the fundamental
principle of constitutional monarchy is that in party politics the Crown
should not take sides. It can have real influence on policy, but it
should never be brought into political controversy. When the Duke of
Wellington could speak, not incorrectly, of 'being governed by a

1 Annual Register, 1841, 198.           2 Letters of Queen Victoria, ist series, I, p. 348.

5 Ibid, ist series, i, p. 385.

4  Ibid, ist series, in, p. 84. The Garter was then given on the advice of the Prime
Minister.

5  Ibid, ist series, I, p. 116.         6 Ibid, ist series, I, p. 268 (italics in the original).
7 Life of the Earl of Clarendon, I, p. 221.

Life of the Prince Consort, I, p. no; for Baron Stockmar, see below, pp. 343-4.
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